
FERGANA ART

Founded in 2014, Fergana Art specialises in 
visual art exhibitions and projects with a 
focus on modern and contemporary Malay-
sian art. We also aim to nurture a vibrant and 
pluralist scene, and spearhead a mutually 
beneficial and collaborative model with other 
art initiatives and institutions in its program-
ming to deliver more compelling and 
cost-competitive platforms for the promotion 
of the visual arts.

Fergana Art hopes to produce quality exhibi-
tions with strong curatorial underpinnings 
and also develop archiving projects which 
values documentation, research and scholar-
ship. To facilitate this, two research-based 
fellowships are offered each year for visual 
artists and curators/archivists.

Lots 14A & 16A,          
The Whiteaways Arcade,
Lebuh Pantai, 10500 
George Town, Penang, 
Malaysia.   

Free admission
Open daily 11am - 7pm 
except on Mondays.
+604 261-3002
exhibitions@fergana-art.com   

www.fergana-art.com
     fb.com/fergana.art
     @FerganaArt

Cover image: Berkelah di Penang Hill
(2015, ink on paper, 59 x 84 cm)
by Fuad Pathil

The prefix sub- denotes a lower position, almost or 
close to a compared subject yet retain a noticeable 
distance; and subordinate to the dominant or 
commonly assumed standard. This group exhibition 
features artists from diverse backgrounds and artis-
tic practices who deal with issues and situations 
related to contemporary urban living experience. 

In this exhibition, Abdul Mansoor Ibrahim observes 
the periphery and the paradoxes of our contempo-
rary society through the lens of birds and microscop-
ic milieu of insects within our familiar environ-
ments. Siti Nur Balqis Abdul Halim questions the 
balance between urban development and nature 
preservation in her on-going series, Aku Mahu Hidup 
/ I Want to Live. Fuad Pathil reimagines Penang 
through different vantage points. Penghuni Distopia 
Siri are Ajim Juxta’s reflections on material culture 
and spiritual well being. Niranjan Rajah explores 
Malaysian social life, politics and art from a personal 
perspective in a series of photographs.
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Siri Serangga 
2012-2015, an assemblage of 11 end-grain 
Sapodilla wood engravings on rice paper, 
101.5 x 152.5 cm
by Abdul Mansoor Ibrahim



b. 1952, Kuala Lumpur. Abdul Mansoor obtained his
degree in Fine Arts from Universiti Teknologi MARA, 
and was awarded a scholarship under the French 
Government Cultural Exchange programme to 
further his studies at the École nationale supérieure des 
Beaux-Arts (National School of Fine Arts) in Paris, 
France. During his time there, Mansoor was 
mentored in copper engraving and viscosity printing 
technique by Sir Stanley William Hayter — one of the 
most significant printmakers of the 20th century and 
founder of Atelier 17 studio. He completed his MA in 
Fine Arts at Universiti Teknologi MARA in 2006. His 
recent exhibitions include Black & White, Vallette 
Gallery, Kuala Lumpur (2015); Tokyo International 
Mini-Print Triennial, Tama Art University Museum, 
Tokyo (2015); 15th International Exhibition of Small 
Graphic Forms, Municipal Art Gallery, Lodz (2013); 
ASEAN Graphics Arts Competition and Exhibition, 
Vietnam Fine Art Museum, Hanoi (2012). Some of his 
works are in the permanent collection of Prints & 
Drawing Cabinets, Cremona Civic Museum (Italy), 
and the National Library of France, amongst other 
institutions. Abdul Mansoor works predominantly 
with traditional printmaking techniques and special-
ises in  copper, wood engraving and etching. His 
intricate printmaking technique and compelling 
visual style has made him a well-known figure 
amongst printmakers and enthusiasts.

ABDUL MANSOOR IBRAHIM 

AJIM JUXTA
b. 1983, Kuala Lumpur. Ajim Juxta initially started
out as an architect after graduating from Universiti 
Teknologi MARA in 2006. He subsequently 
discovered his passion in visual art, becoming one of 
the founders of Galeri Titikmerah — a pop-up 
artist-run gallery, along with Adeputra Masri and 
Latif Maulan in Kuala Lumpur. Ajim is a self-pro-
claimed outsider artist and has been exhibiting over 
the last 6 years. Some of his recent group exhibitions 
include PUITIS: Puisi Terlukis, Galeri Titikmerah 
(Kuala Lumpur, 2015); HIKMAH, Pelitahati Art 
Gallery (Kuala Lumpur, 2015); NEUE Artisans 3.0, 
Annex Gallery (Kuala Lumpur, 2014) and M50 Art 
Exhibition, Art Row, Publika (Kuala Lumpur, 2014). 
He is also a prolific mural artist whose name appears 
regularly in many local art events. He held his first 
solo exhibition MATI KATAK - Ajim Juxta at Galeri 
Titikmerah, Publika in 2014. Drawing to Ajim is a 
form of solitude. His body of work explores issues 
related to human imperfection, nature and architec-
tural utopia. His obsessional yet intuitive drawing 
approach with ceaseless repetition of shapes and 
lines, on a subliminal level, characterises his psycho-
logical landscape.

SITI NUR BALQIS ABDUL HALIM

NIRANJAN RAJAH
Niranjan Rajah is an artist, theorist, curator and an 
academic. His grandfather, Karthigesu Arumugam 
came to live and work in British Malaya from Jaffna, 
British Ceylon in 1905. Niranjan's father Deva Rajah 
was born in Seremban but returned with his mother 
to Jaffna, where he grew up to marry Sathiavathy. 
They had two children Niranjan and Shyamala in 
1961 and 1963 respectively. Deva Rajah returned to 
the land of his birth, now independant Malaysia, with 
his new family in 1963 and set up home in Lembah 
Klang. Niranjan was 2 years old. He spent his 
formative years attending Sekolah Rendah and 
Sekolah Menengah St. John on Bukit Nanas in the 
heart of Kuala Lumpur. At the age of 17 he left for 
further studies in the UK. He studied Economics and 
Law and practiced art in London. He returned to 
Malaysia in 1993 with his English wife Jane and an 
MA in Fine Art from Goldsmith's College (London). 
Niranjan joined the Fakulti Seni Gunaan dan Kreatif, 
UNIMAS and Jane worked part-time for Pusat 
Bahasa, UNIMAS. Their daughters Tara and Durga 
were born in the Kuching General Hospital. Niranjan 

FUAD PATHIL
b. 1962, Ipoh, Perak. Fuad Pathil had been a firefighter
for 29 years before he undertook a career change to 
pursue his passion in art. He was a mentee to 
renowned Malaysian sculptor Mad Anuar Ismail and 
established printmaker Abdul Mansoor Ibrahim at 
Pena Studio, from 2001 to 2013. Under Mansoor’s 
recommendation, Fuad followed his mentor’s 
footstep to sharpen his printmaking skills and seek 
creative aspirations at the internationally acclaimed 
Atelier Counterpoint in Paris, France. Fuad won 3rd 
place in the ASEAN Graphics Arts Competition and 
Exhibition 2012, in wood engraving category; partici-
pated in AMAC Chamalières Triennale (France, 2011), 
and the Penang International Print Exhibition in 2010. 
Some of Fuad’s work are in the collections of the 
Hanoi Fine Arts Museum and the University of 
Malaya, amongst others. Fuad Pathil works across 
medium including wood engraving, etching, 
woodcut, oil painting, charcoal drawing and sculpture 
making. In his expressive charcoal drawings series, 
Fuad Pathil combines personal experiences with 
imaginations and sometimes frames his drawings 
from peculiar angles, as if we are observing the world 
from unexpected vantage point through the artist’s 
wayward lens. 

Rumah Haram
2015, end-grain Sapodilla
wood engraving on rice paper, 
43.5 x 43 cm

Sub_Con_Urban series - #2 GST
2015, pen, ink & mix media 
on canvas, 30.5 x 30.5 cm

Line Not Clear
2015, ink on paper, 59 x 84 cm

Koboi Balik Kampung series - 12 Kembara Lagi 
2013, chromogenic color print, 50.8 x 76.2 cm

Koboi Balik Kampung series - 11 Cukur Janggut 
2013, chromogenic color print, 50.8 x 76.2 cm

Rezeki dari Bagan
2015, charcoal on paper, 84 x 59 cm

Penghuni Distopia: 
Tugu #1 - Mukamuka 

Bina Bersama
2015, ink, coffee 

& blood on paper, 
25 x 25 cm

Penghuni Distopia: 
Tugu #4 - 

 Tangga-tangga 
Menuju Tugu

2015, ink, coffee 
& blood on paper, 

25 x 25 cm

left for Vancouver with his family in 2002. He has 
lived and worked in London, Kuching and Vancouver 
but considers Kuala Lumpur his kampung halaman. 
Niranjan is presently Assistant Professor at the 
School of Interactive Arts and Technology, Simon 
Fraser University. He has practiced art and exhibited 
his work in Europe, South East Asia and North 
America.

b. 1989, Jitra, Kedah. Siti Nur Balqis is currently based
in Langkawi working as a curator. She completed her 
Bachelor Degree of Arts (Hons) in Fine Art at the 
Science University of Malaysia (Universiti Sains 
Malaysia, USM), in Penang 2012. She makes regular 
appearance in local and occasionally international art 
events. Her recent group exhibitions include Gerak, 
Rasa, Tenaga Ramli Sarip, National Visual Arts Gallery 
(2014, Kuala Lumpur); Pameran Lakar Lukis Langkawi, 
R.A. Fine Arts (2014, Kuala Lumpur); Pameran Seni 
Wanita; Kali Ini Kita Bersama, Morne Art Gallery (2014, 
Kuala Lumpur); Urban Art, Open Show, Pelita Hati 
Gallery of Art (2012, Kuala Lumpur); Hong Kong 
Graphic Art Fiesta 2011, Sha Tin Town Hall (2011, Hong 
Kong) and Malaysian Contemporary Art Exhibition, 
Galeri Seni Mutiara (2011, Penang). Balqis was both the 
winner for Juror Award, UUM Art Competition 2013 
and Highly Commended Award (Open Category), UOB 
Malaysia Painting Of The Year competition in 2012. 
Balqis questions the balance between development 
and nature preservation in her on-going series, Aku 
Mahu Hidup. These euphoric and lurid imaginary 
landscapes create an addictive perceptual excitement 
which overshadows the scattered natural elements 
which Balqis carefully planted across the planes, to 
create a heightened sense of dissonance. 

Aku Mahu Hidup #4 (I Want to Live #4)
2014, paper collage & acrylic on canvas, 
72.5 x 90.5 cm

Aku Mahu Hidup #6 (I Want to Live #6)
2015, mix media on canvas, 91.5 x 152.5 cm


